Fine Art Photography
Maternity & Newborn Specialist
Cake Smash & Splash
Woodland Fairies
Eckington Studio
The Old Telephone Exchange, Eckington Bridge, WR10 3DD
07790 947139
emma@emmaattwood.co.uk

https://emmaattwood.co.uk

Three Counties Chimney Sweep
Certified Chimney Sweep
Sweep & Vacuum, Insurance Certificates Issued
Chimney & Stove , Maintenance & Repairs
Bird Guards & Cowls

Call Ian on:

01684 891005
READYHEDGE
MATURE HEDGING &
SCREENING
COURT GATE NURSERY
ECKINGTON
WR10 3BB

TEL: 01386

750585

THE HATTERY
A Superb collection of beautiful

HATS FOR HIRE

For details please telephone

01386 751051

Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries
Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel: 07776 142427
www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
Clinic in Great Comberton
All TYPES OF PLASTERING WORK
AND RENDERING
30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
Clean, Reliable Work Guaranteed

Call Ian Prosser
07495045219

ianprosser1@gmail.com

Eckington Whist
We meet every Thursday at 2.00pm in the Village Hall.
We play 24 hands of Whist with a break half way.
£3.00 admission, in aid of the
County Air Ambulance
Everyone, with a reasonable knowledge of Whist, is very welcome

Contact Derek Crook, 751752

Parish Councillors
Clerk:

Lynne Yapp (01386 552233)

Chairman: Tim Knight (07810 572223)

Gillian Goodlad

clerk@eckington-worcs-pc.gov.uk
eckingtonpctimknight@gmail.com

cllr.goodlad@gmail.com

Mary Hughes

cllr.hughes@eckington-worcs-pc.gov.uk

Geoff Ransted

cllr.ransted@gmail.com

Alec Simpson

cllr.simpson@eckington-worcs-pc.gov.uk

Mike Wood

cllr.wood@eckington-worcs-pc.gov.uk

Chris Yarnold

cllr.yarnold@gmail.com

The Parish Council now has their own website:
https://eckington-worcs-pc.gov.uk

MOBILE BEAUTY THERAPIST
FOR ALL YOUR BEAUTY NEEDS
Manicures, Pedicures, Facials, Waxing, Reflexology etc.
Telephone

07977 564105

Jennie
Your Beauty Mechanic

Eckington Stores
Shop locally and
save money on petrol
We always stock








Cold lager and beer, wines and spirits
Sandwiches, cold drinks, crisps, sausage rolls
Bread, cheese, bacon, ham, fruit and veg
Grocery, confectionary, household products
Newspapers and magazines
Frozen foods and ice cream
Genuine offers on branded products changing
every 4 weeks. See our leaflet for details.

All our offers and products
are subject to availability
Opening hours
0600 to 1830 Monday to Friday
0600 to 1800 Saturday
0600 to 1300 Sunday

John, Sue and Mark
Tel: 01386 750266

Eckington Stores
Shop locally
Look out for genuine offers on
branded products.
We have offers throughout the year.
Promotions usually include:
· Beers, lager, wines and spirits
· Cold drinks
· Crisps and confectionary
· Grocery usually including a
range of biscuits, tea or
coffee, pet food and
domestic items
· Occasional range of frozen
food and ice cream

Full details are available in a
colour leaflet at the shop.
John, Sue and Mark
Tel 01386 750266

Stuart Huntley

Aerial Erection Service
Pershore
DIGITAL TV, FREESAT & RADIO SYSTEMS
SUPPLIED, INSTALLED & REPAIRED

MULTIPLE OUTLETS
SKY LINKS
EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION

CALL FOR ADVICE & YOUR FREE QUOTE
01386 553151
07976606967

Family Business Established 1973

An ad this size will cost you just £2.50
a month or £30 a year to go in the
paper version, and just £5 per year
extra to go online. If you are
interested in advertising every month,
or just select months of the year,
please call Liz on 07794336696 or
email eckingtonmag@btinternet.com

If you want to talk to someone confidentially
about your Will, Lasting Power of Attorney or a
Protective Property Trust, and want a friendly,
local service, then please get in touch.
I have over forty years experience in all forms of estate
planning.
Don’t worry about travelling, I’ll come to see you and the cost of our exploratory meetings
are paid for by me.
I am also offering local discounts this winter.
John Bees, 12 The Green, Station Rd, Eckington.
07770 833916, johnbees@beesandco.com, www.beesandco.com

SCRAP METAL
WANTED
ANY OLD IRON
Free scrap metal collection
Domestic & commercial, home, garden, garage,
factory, work place, farm scrap,
anything considered
From single items to full loads.
Washers, dryers, cookers, exercise equipment, car
parts, racking shelving, batteries, boilers,
radiators, tools, bikes, cars & much more

X Sorry no fridges or freezers X

Scrap cars, vans 4x4s wanted
Top prices paid for complete cars with free local
collection
Anything considered mot failures, crash damaged,
runners, non runners or just unwanted.
Shells taken for free (cranes available)
Lost keys? V5 ? No worries.
Vin & registration required
Based in Evesham
Fast & friendly service, 10 years in business
Fully licensed waste carrier CRB checked & council
registered
Call/text 07935478231
https://www.willsscrapmetalrecycling.co.uk/
Or email us contact@willsscrapmetalrecycling.co.uk

Church Contacts:
Vicar

Rev Allison Davies (day off Friday)
750203
Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com

Church Wardens

Mrs Gillian Martin, hunterslodge1937@gmail.com, 07773 663455
Mr Derek Potter
750628

Alison Khan
Administrative Coordinator Bredon Hill Team
email: acbhteam@gmail.com
tel: 07984 748059
Rev’d Katryn Leclézio
Vicar in the Bredon Hill Group
22 Parkwood,
Elmley Castle,
WR10 3HT
Ph 01386 710394

If you would like a regular,
monthly hard copy of this
magazine, please email
Carolyn on
2529crg@gmail.com
The magazine is also
available on the village
website,
www.eckington.info

Further to recent requests to open the church for
private prayer, you can now go and enjoy a time of
quiet and personal reflection as the church will be
open each Wednesday between 10.00am and 2.00pm.
Outside these times if anyone wishes to go into the
church, then please contact me on 01386 750203.
Allison
Magazine Deadline
Please make sure everything is with Liz Crumpton by

October 20th

6 Furlongs Road, Pershore, Worcs WR10 1NY  07794336696
eckingtonmag@btinternet.com (all emails will be acknowledged so
please re-send any that you do not receive a reply to in 2-3 days)
Items can also be left for me at Eckington School Office
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ECKINGTON DIRECTORY
Vicar

Rev Allison Davies

Church Wardens

Mrs Gillian Martin, hunterslodge1937@gmail.com
Mr Derek Potter

Parish News
Editor
Village Website

Mrs Liz Crumpton
561010
6 Furlongs Rd, Pershore
eckingtonmag@btinternet.com
Lorraine & David Bainbridge (www.eckington.info)
751698

Parish Council
Chairman
Clerk
District Council
County Council

(day off Friday)
750203
Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com

Mr Tim Knight, eckingtonpctimknight@gmail.com
Mrs Lynne Yapp, clerk@eckington-worcs-pc.gov.uk
Ron Davies, Blenheim, Upper Street, Defford
Worcs, WR8 9BG
Adrian Hardman, Dormers, Oak Lane, Bredon,
Nr Tewkesbury, Glos. GL20 7LR

07773 663455
750628

07810 572223
01386 552233
750627

01684 773172

Eckington Church of England First School (www.eckingtonfirstschool.co.uk)
750666
Headteacher
Mrs Sarah Roberts
Secretaries
Mrs Jenny Smiles and Mrs Lorna Gower
Caretaker
Mrs Liz Crumpton
07794336696
Chair of Governors Mrs Ruth Kessell
Friends of Eckington School (FOES Please phone school to contact FOES members.

Eckington Under Fives (07582 452024 )
Chair
Jo Stracey
07582452024
Managers
Donna Saunders & Maria Smith
07582452024
Eck Babes & Toddlers Jo Stracey
07582452024
Village Hall
Bookings
Mrs Cynthia Norton
750860
Chairman
Dr David Bainbridge
751698
(WI, Whist Drive, Old Tyme Dancing, Jumble Sales, Parties etc)
W I President
Secretary:

Jenny Doyle
Barbara Evans

750887
750005

Whist Drive

Derek Crook

751752

Scouts & Guides
Karen Faizey
07729622345
(Scouts - Monday, Explorers - Tuesday, Brownies - Wednesday, Guides - Thursday)
Recreation Ground
Cricket Club
Bell Ringers
RBL

Bookings - Mrs Sarah Fincher
Mr Ian Fincher
Mr Tony Cocks (tony.cocks@anthony-simon.com)
Phil Sagar, President of Pershore Branch
Simon Dudfield, Chairman of Pershore Branch
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07954613959
07778144422
750654
07447 907862
07929 234898

Do Not Worry About Tomorrow

As I write this article for the October edition of our parish magazines, I have just returned
from my summer holiday. Memories of our relaxing days on the north Cornish coast are
sadly quickly fading, but the time away has given me an opportunity to sit back on reflect on
life and the ministry we all share in across our villages around Bredon Hill. It has also given
me a chance to get back into a clearer perspective the need to ensure a healthy work life
balance, given the busyness of our usual day to day activities and I hope that you have all
managed to have a similar break and tie of refreshment.
Today, our Queen has just given Liz Truss, as the newly elected leader of the Conservative
party, permission to form a government, and she has subsequently become the country’s
third female Prime Minister. And, after a long, and somewhat bitter political contest
throughout the summer, she will now take on the role she has no doubt dreamed of for most
of her life.
Yet after the joy of her appointment, as is being said constantly in every item of news
coverage, she will take on one of the most difficult in-trays which any Prime Minister has
had to face in modern history. For we are all too aware of the increasing challenges being
caused by the energy crisis, the potential damage which is taking place through industrial
action by many workers across a plethora of sections of our society, the crisis which is
affecting our public services, and in particular the Health sector which some people believe
to be on the point of collapse, as well as the thousands who are now facing poverty because
of the rise in the day to day living costs.
And so, like many, my daily post is increasingly being filled with requests by charities for
financial support. Their appeals are heart wrenching, and in one letter which I received today
from Compassion, they share the shocking statistic that the number of people who are going
days without anything to eat has doubled from 135 million to 276 million in just two years;
Whilst another from Christians against Poverty state that in the first five months of 2022
alone they have seen a 40% increase in the number of calls to our helpline.
These statistics, and many others, which we will no doubt see and hear more about in the
coming months in the media, give us significant reason to be fearful about the future, as the
economic situation deteriorates in this country and across the world. And yet, Jesus tells us
in Matthew 6 not to worry about our lives, but instead to look up at the birds of the air or
around to the flowers and trees in the field; For they do not worry about how they will grow
or what they look like, and yet still God continues to bless them and helps them to flourish.
Sadly, we are not God, and we should not need to feel that it is difficult to ask for help if it is
needed or be happy to provide help and support, financially or physically, if help is sought
from us and we can afford to give it. To this end, many of our church communities are now
looking at ways of how we offer support to those who may be struggling – through gifts to
Foodbanks, through creating spaces of warmth at certain times in the week/month where
people can gather and meet with others in a warm environment and enjoy some refreshment
and through working with local charities and trusts who offer more practical support, such as
the Defford Cowleasow Trust. Please keep a look out for ways to engage with these local
sources of support which will be detailed in our Parish Magazines in the coming months,
and if you become aware of any situations where people are struggling, then please do not
hesitate to let Katryn or myself know, so we can signpost them to the relevant support as
necessary.
We are told not to worry about tomorrow, but instead to turn our hearts towards God, and in
seeking him, to present all our requests and needs to him. And when we do, we know He
will not let us down and will instead enable us to flourish and find true peace in his care for
us.
May God bless you this autumn season.
Rev. Allison.
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“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it”. John 1: 5
Following the writing of the Ministers Message, it came as a great shock
and sadness to hear just two days later of the sudden passing of our most
beloved Queen and Sovereign, a loss felt not just by this nation, but
across the whole world.
Queen Elizabeth II, who has reigned for over 70 years, has not just been
the longest serving Monarch this country has ever had, but who, for
people many, if not most, would say has probably been the best
Monarch this nation has ever had. For during her time as Sovereign, the
Queen has been seen as a source of wisdom and good Counsel, someone
who always sought to be in touch with the people she served and been
someone who has significantly contributed to peace, unity and
reconciliation in many situations and lands.
Our memories of her will all be different, and for me, her radiant smile
and the twinkle in her eye, will never be forgotten. Yet as time goes by,
what history will probably write of her will be her longevity, her
extreme dedication to duty and service right up until the last few days of
her life, her love for her beloved husband Philip and her Family, and of
course, the bedrock to her reign, that of her Christian faith.
It is this Christian faith which has no doubt inspired her and given her
the strength and support to meet the joys and challenges of her role. And
in the many articles I have read and seen about the Queen since her
death, what stands out is how she has maintained amidst the busyness of
her life, the discipline of her Christian faith. For from a young age, she
has taken her belief in God seriously – praying daily, faithfully attending
services in church, sharing her faith with others, both in conversation
and through her annual Christmas messages and modelling her life and
service on the patten of Jesus Christ Himself.
Therefore, as we mourn the loss of our beloved Sovereign, we know life
will never be quite the same again, because for many of us, all we have
ever known has been a life with Queen Elizabeth as our Monarch. It is
only natural that our hearts are troubled, and we now grieve.
Yet I believe that if the Queen were here now she would not be wanting
us to be sad, but to look instead towards the God she believed in, and to
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whom from the time of her Coronation, she dedicated her life to serve,
knowing that she is now in her Father’s house, with her beloved Philip,
her Strength and her Stay, and, as she said in Christmas broadcast
during the time of the pandemic, believing that one day, “We will Be
Together Again; We will Meet again”.
The Queens’ belief in Jesus Christ and in His Truth, are the means
through which she was able to extend her qualities of love, compassion,
wisdom, gentleness, resilience and hope to the people she served. It is
these qualities which we hope will be passed from Mother to Son, as we
now dedicate our future, and that of the nation and world, to King
Charles 3rd; Praying that he will take up his mothers’ baton to seek
peace and unity both in this country and in the Commonwealth, and that
he will live out his faith in God as he leads the nation forwards in the
years to come.
And so, as we enter a new era, giving thanks for the life of Her late
Majesty and looking forward with hope, let us pray that our Queen may
now rest in peace and rise in eternal glory, as we turn our eyes to the
future, and say, “God save the King”. Amen

PLEASE CAN YOU HELP?
Can you play a piano/keyboard and would you be willing to help accompany us in our
very small Christmas Choir in Bredon’s Norton for our forthcoming practices in the
Village Hall?

We started our special little Choir 7 years ago just for the Christmas period in order to
start the festive season off with an informal Carol Concert in our Church. This year it’s
on Saturday 10th December at 4.30pm.
Sadly, we have lost our accompanist and we are desperate to find someone who could
help!
If you think you can help in any way, PLEASE contact
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More people need our
help than ever before –
and we need you!
Last year Citizens Advice South Worcestershire supported over 5,000
local people thanks to our team of amazing volunteers.
With your help we could do even more!
Could you help people struggling with housing,
debt and benefits find a way forward?
Our Volunteer Advisers support clients to
understand their options and resolve their
problems.
Could you help clients complete application
forms to access support?
Our team of Client Support Form Fillers help
people apply for Housing Benefit, a Blue
Badge, Universal Credit and more.
Could you welcome clients when they arrive at
our office, answer the phone and help with
admin tasks?
Our team of Reception/Information Assistant
Volunteers help keep our office r unning
smoothly!
We also need a volunteer Bookkeeper and Trustees.
Join us in Wychavon and you’ll meet new people, learn new skills and
be part of a friendly team. Full training is provided and help with travel
expenses is available.

To find out more visit our website or email us:
http://www.citizensadvicesw.org.uk/volunteer/
volunteer@citizensadvicesw.org.uk
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NOTICE FROM ECKINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

The correct address for any communication to
Eckington Parish Council is:
clerk@eckington-worcs-pc.gov.uk
which is checked daily.
The Parish Council website:
https://eckington-worcs-pc.gov.uk/
is regularly updated with notifications, agenda’s and
minutes
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HARVEST LUNCH
Please join us for a harvest celebration
followed by Ploughman's lunch &
homemade Apple crumble.

Sunday 9th October
10.45
Holy Trinity Church
Everyone Very Welcome

Wanted: Musicians for a Contemporary Service
Do you play a musical instrument?
Are you aged between 9 and 90 (give or take)?
We would like to use your talent during our Contemporary Services
on 9 October 10.45am and 11 December, 10.45am.
Please contact Tony on linkchoir2@gmail.com
A Children and Youth Choir and parents who like to sing is being recruited to
sing for our Christmas Services. Among other songs and hymns, ‘Tell out the
News’ a joyful setting of three Christmas songs by Jan Holdstock will be
rehearsed and sung. (Google ‘Tell out the news’ for a taste of joy!)
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Eckington Cricket Club
Sponsored by Readyhedge

Sunday 28th August v Hockley Heath (H) (40 overs)
Eckington 246-9 (Leo Rendall-Baker 94, Harvey Sagar 44, C Fincher 39)
Hockley Heath 243-8 (J Thomas 3-79)
In a high scoring, very close game, Eckington won by 3 runs.
Sunday 4th Sept v Bayshill (H) (30 overs)
Eckington 238-7 (J Green 66, C Fincher 52 rtd no)
Bayshill 109-5
Eckington won by 129 runs
Sunday 18th Sept v Ashton-U-Hill (A) (35 overs)
Eckington 193-7 (James Green 103no, J McCracken 36)
Ashton 176-5
Eckington won by 17 runs.

This is the conclusion of another successful season for the Eckington
team.
Follow us on:eckingtoncricketworcs.play-cricket.com
Facebook: Eckington Cricket Club
Twitter: Eckington_CC
Instagram: eckingtoncricketclub

Craft and Cakes

Saturday, 29th October. Doors open at 10am. Close at 1pm.
Beckford Village Hall, Main Street, Beckford, Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire GL20 7AA
A craft event with lots of attractive sewn items, wooden gifts, books and cards. Beckford WI will
be running a Home Made cake stall, tombola and raffle. Come and browse for Christmas
goodies, and unusual gifts not found in the High Street.
Refreshments available. Free entry. Free parking in Beckford village hall car park for this event,
we're next to the tennis courts.
Contact telephone: 01386 881373
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Book Club

We found food for thought in Case Study, Graeme Macrae
Burnet's latest book.
This novel explores psychiatric trends of the 1950s and 60s,
combining fictional and real people of the time.
It is the story of a self-styled psychiatrist and his one of his
patients: is there more to this patient's story than immediately
meets the eye?

On Friday, October 21st, we shall meet to discuss
The Promise, by Damon Galgut.
For further information, contact Karen on 01386 750401

Was the Queen a believer?
Queen Elizabeth II was Supreme Governor of the Church of England
and was clearly a devout follower of Christ. Apart from regular Sunday
worship, she often confirmed her belief. On her 21st birthday she
pledged her life to the service of God and the people, adding “God
make good my vow.”
When the evangelist Dr Billy Graham toured Britain, she invited him
to Buckingham Palace to discuss the faith. On Christmas Day 2000 she
broadcast “Christmas is the traditional if not the actual birthday of a
man who was destined to change the course of our history. And today
we are celebrating the fact that Jesus Christ was born 2000 years
ago: this is the true Millennium Anniversary.”
She added: “For me the teachings of Christ and my own personal
accountability before God provide a framework in which I try to lead
my life. I, like many of you, have drawn great comfort in difficult
times from Christ’s words and example.”
To mark her 90th birthday she wrote “I have – and remain – very
grateful to you for your prayers and to God for his steadfast love. I
have indeed seen his faithfulness.”
Author Catherine Pepinster commented “That belief kept her
grounded. If you are answerable to a higher power, however grand your
own titles, it gives you perspective and humility. It also means that you
have strong sense of spiritual support.”
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Bredon Bowling Club’s review of the year
The end of another bowling season rushes towards us and so it is time to reflect on the
bowling year for Bredon Bowling Club.
At the time of writing the members at Bredon BC have enjoyed a really good year but
not with the same league successes as last year although our men’s B team successfully
defended their position as top B team in the South Worcestershire Triples league. To
accommodate the new members the Club entered a second team into the Vale Mixed
triples league and was invited to enter a team into the men’s North Gloucestershire
league. All of the Club’s league teams have been well supported throughout the season
with new members combining well with experienced players.
The Club also played a number of enjoyable friendly games and hosted three touring
sides during the year. Our green was chosen as a neutral venue for the later stages of
some national competitions, rightful recognition of the hard work of our green keepers to
maintain an accurate and consistent bowling surface in a very difficult year. The flowers
surrounding the green are another horticultural masterpiece that have received many
positive comments during the season.
The undoubted highlight of the year for the Club was the selection of men’s captain Jack
Pullin for Disability Bowls England (DBE) to play in the Home Nations International
held at Clarence Bowling Club, Weston Super Mare. Jack is the first international in the
Club’s history and it is a well-deserved honour. Jack played in four games, winning
three and losing just one helping England win the tournament!
Jack also qualified along with partner Terri Boswell for the DBE National
Championship pairs finals at Leamington Spa. Supported by Bredon’s own Barmy Army
Jack and Terri were successful and are National Champions!
Another notable achievement was Mozz Pullin, Jack’s father winning the Worcestershire
Bowling Association Champion of Champions singles competition, the result of a whole
season of tough matches.
This years’ Club finals were played over two weekends with some new members
featuring.
Winners from 28th August were; Ladies Champion, Sue Williams. Club triples, Darren
Rosser/Trevor Clark/Bina Goodson. Jackie White Trophy Sue Williams. Mens handicap
Dave Lootes. Two woods Mozz Pullin. Successes from 4th September were Men’s
championship Darren Rosser. Ladies pairs Chris Doody/June Cooke. Stapleforth Trevor
Clark. Men’s pairs Mozz Pullin/John Woodcock. Australian pairs Chris Doody/Noel
Slaney. Ladies handicap Sue Williams. Congratulations to all the successful bowlers and
to losing finalists for reaching the last stages of the competitions.
Thoughts are now focussing on the annual tour, this year to Bournemouth which is sure
to be enjoyable and entertaining, before the official closing of the green celebration at
the end of September.
Our winter programme of social events will continue, particularly regular carpet bowls
sessions and if you would like to try this as an introduction to bowling please get in
touch via our website. www.bredonbowlingclub.co.uk
Next year is the Club’s Diamond anniversary and a committee is working with suitable
events to celebrate.
Our outdoor bowling season will start in April next year and as well as formal coaching
commencing in May will include early season ‘taster sessions’ if you would like to
sample bowling this is an ideal opportunity.
George Glaze, President.
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CANICROSS – What is it? And what it means to me.

I discovered Canicross in Jan 2022 whilst searching for a sport/activity to do with my
lurchers, Ginny and Clive.
Canicross is a relatively new sport in this country, recognised by the Kennel Club in
2017. It originated in Europe as off-season training for the mushing community and is
the sport of cross country running with dogs.
However, it is NOT the same as running with your dog on a hand-held lead. For
Canicross the dogs wear a harness that is designed to pull, does not interfere with
breathing, make them sore or interfere with shoulder movement. They are attached to
their human by a six to 10 foot bungee lead connected to a Canicross waist belt. This
waist belt fits low on the top of the runner’s hips, which prevents jarring to the back
when the dog pulls. There are many designs of harness and belts and it is essential to
get one that fits correctly for the comfort of both you and your dog.
Cannicross is not breed specific. As long as your dog is healthy with a strong open
airway, and over 1 year old, it can be introduced to the sport.
Got your attention?
Did you know we have a local Canicross Group – “Rather Be Canicrossing” (RBC),
launched in 2021 covering Gloucestershire and into South Worcestershire.
Rather Be Canicrossing have trained, experienced Run Leaders who post up runs and
walks on the Group FB Page:
Safety is paramount. As with any sport Canicross comes with a risk.
Before each run we warm up both dogs and runners, and cool down at the end
RBC is about FUN. Not all about Personal Bests (PBs)
Inclusivity is Key at all levels – always running or walking to the speed of the
slowest
Every run has a grading (Beginner/Intermediate/Advanced)
RBC regularly run “Couch to Canicross” courses as an introduction for both dog
and human
In addition to runs, the Club also regularly post up Cani-Hikes. These are walks suitable for dogs less than a year old, dogs/owners increasing their fitness, overcoming
injury or just as an additional fun activity/meet up.
What Canicross means to me
My dogs, Ginny and Clive, can be reactive to other dogs out on a walk and as a result I
became anxious walking them. But through Canicross and the disciplines around the
sport, Canicross = working, no dog interaction, and the ongoing support within the
RBC Group, I can now enjoy hiking and running them with a group of friendly,
likeminded individuals and their dogs with no adverse reaction from either. Both dogs
really enjoy the sport and are always keen to participate. In fact, Clive now has a ‘fan
club’ and I think people are sometimes more pleased to see him rather than me!!! –
which makes me happy.
I have also discovered many new local trails and I forgot to mention that many walks/
runs end up at a café or pub stop (optional) which is also excellent for dog settle
training too.
If I’ve sparked an interest then checkout Rather Be Canicrossing on Facebook or feel
free to give me a call on 01386 750920.
Dawn, Ginny and Clive
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THINKING OF SELLING IN ECKINGTON?
I have lived in Bredon’s Norton for over 15 years but
circumstances are now prompting me to downsize to a
smaller property in Eckington – one preferably that has a
bit of a view of the hills or lovely countryside that
surrounds us.

OR… A PLOT OF LAND FOR SALE?
Alternatively, I would be happy to buy a small plot of land
(around 16th of an acre) on which I could build a small ‘kit
house’ – with just a little garden.
I am happy to wait as long as it takes to find my ideal/
final home, but if there is any chance that you might be
considering selling your house or have a large garden/field
which might be appropriate, please do contact me. I
would, of course, expect to pay the market price.

Julie Ashfield
Tel: 01684 772111 or Mob: 07977 11023
The Gunpowder Plot

Sat 22 Oct, Sat 29 Oct
Almonry Museum Abbey Gate Worcestershire WR11 4BQ

Visit the Almonry and learn more about Evesham's links to the Gunpowder Plot with trail and
craft activities available throughout the week.
Open every day except Sunday, from 10am-5pm
Admission: Adults £5, Concessions (over 65 and FT students) £3, 11 and under FREE. All tickets offer a free return visit valid for 12 months
Trail and craft activity £1 per pack
Contact telephone: 01386446944
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
We will be providing a
soup lunch in church on
Friday 4th November
Friday 9th December
12.30 -- 2.00
Please join us for food, fellowship & company
ALL ages, everyone very welcome
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ECKINGTON BRIDGE
The first record of a bridge at Eckington is in 1534 during the time of Henry
VIII, then again in 1573, during the reign of Elizabeth 1. The bridge then was
wooden with stone foundations. It was supposed to be maintained by a Trust
which derived income from the rent of “ 12 acres 2 Roods of land” of £25 per
annum plus the yield from investment of £375:7s:2d,
acquired from the sale of land and property in
Brendon’s Norton.
In modern value, that is £95,377.09. That would have
provided several thousand pounds equivalent for
maintenance, but apparently the Churchwardens
snaffled all of it!
In 1693 (reign of William of Orange) temporary
repairs were made which lasted another 35 years,
until in 1728 (reign of George II) two local men were
contacted to demolish “the great wooden bridge” and
erect a new stone bridge on the foundations of the
original. They used
Ombersley Red Sandstone, a soft local stone.
The bridge was strengthened in 1914, just prior
to the WW1,in order to accommodate the
movement of heavy weapons. Reinforced
concrete was used, inside the piers (to the
bottom) and the whole lot was then covered
with about 15 inches of ferrocement.
This reinforcement was checked in 2012 and
found to be quite sound. War ministry records
indicate further reinforcement in 1937/8, but
this is not in County
records, but was
part of the planning
to stop any Nazi
invaders. At this
time or thereabouts,
the Pillbox (called a
‘Stent Pillbox) and
two Spigot Mortar sites were built. One of these
can be seen between the road and the Wharf car
park. The concrete and stainless steel as good as
the day it was created. A Spigot Mortar, or “Black Bombard” launched a 20lb
(9Kg) mortar bomb at any approaching tank. In practice they were more terrifying to the user than the target. It is unlikely that the defences would have
delayed the invaders for very long.
The plans for defending the bridge were a bit basic!
The bridge has suffered a bit from traffic accidents and erosion, but only the
parapets, the basic structure will survive many more centuries, if only we can
17 the repair money on!
find out what the Chuchwardens arePage
spending
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Your dog nose best!
We dogs, so they say, have a sense of smell a million times greater than humans (or
was it a thousand?). Basically, all of us – large, small, hairy, smooth – are still wolves,
needing to sense our surroundings to avoid danger and find pack pals or food. You
thought that walkies were just to keep us fit, but they actually give an hour of nasal
nourishment and sniffy surprises. That’s why I get so excited when collar and lead
appear for my Eckington walk!
Sometimes it is “get the kids from school” time, so off we trot over the railway footbridge. Hello, I hear a train about a mile away and can’t wait to get away from this
frightening monster. I could race down these steps but that wretched lead is holding
me back – too late, the roar and banging are upon us. But the air-borne flavours
linger – that train was carrying fresh cabbage and certainly had a truck full of wet
gravel.
Up the road we go to my favourite telegraph pole (telegraph? - surely it’s now an
internet pole?). While my lead woman checks e-mails on her phone, I nose the pole
checking for wee-mails. Yes, Rover and Monkey have left their mark so I’ll do my bit.
Now over the road – there must have been a two-stroke (oil & petrol) passing
recently followed by a massive diesel engine – and now we’re at the shop’s open side
door. A fresh bundle of newspapers has been opened, leaving the distinct smell of
new ink. And there’s a hint of old bananas from somewhere.
Wandering up the lane, I know someone is enjoying a late lunch… is that hot bacon
and strong coffee wafting past? At the next house I sense the walls are getting a lick
of paint and elsewhere a dusty old floor is being swept. Nearer the school some
canine friends can be seen. I give a gentle growl or bark, just to confirm who’s top
dog, but then its all wags and rear end nosing – that’s our equivalent of “How do you
doo?” Most of my pals clearly enjoy a healthy diet.
Several home-going children give me a pat although a few from no-pet families are
still wary. Young Gladys must have been eating liquorice and that toddler needs a
clean nappy. If I pull hard on the lead I can do a quick
check along the hedgerow – is that a dead mouse I
can smell? But I’ve had enough nose detecting and
I’m keen to put my hooter into a rich plate of dog
food, so head up and off we trot.
My favourite ending place for other walks is the
Thursday coffee morning in Holy Trinity… it has lots of
warm smells, mostly from all those two-legged
wolves with their hints of musk, lavender, coffee,
cake and, sometimes, body fluids. Plus, of course,
their friendly pats and the secret bits of biscuit!

Your canine pal, Hecktor
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Calendar for October 2022
1st Sunday
2nd Tuesday
2nd Thursday

Quiz @ The Bell
Parish Council Meeting @7.00pm
Mobile Library

09:45 to 10:00 Eckington, Upper End
10:05 to 10:20 Eckington, Glenmoor

Friday 7th

Question Time
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Sunday 9th
Sunday 9th

Harvest Lunch
Choir
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Wednesday 12th

School Open Afternoon
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Friday 21st

Book Club
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Fri 4th Nov
Fri 9th Dec

Soup Lunch
Soup Lunch
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Would you like to join our ladies
swimming group at a local, heated
pool in Bredon?
Mondays 10.30 am for one hour
and Wednesdays 11.30 am for
one hour.
Phone 01386 751051 or 751654,
we would welcome you .
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